
Upper Valley Economic Council
Meeting Minutes: June 20, 2016
Next Meeting: Monday July 18, 2016 at 7:00 pm.
_______________________________________________

The meeting was brought to order at 7:00 pm.

Present: Alvin Theriault, John Owens, Peter Qualey,John Qualey, Steve Gould
and Jeff Packard.

Guests: Jill Ducharme - Sustainable Writing & Consulting

Minutes: It was moved, seconded and passed to accept the minutes of May 23,
2016.

Treasurer’s Report/Sign Warrants: Office Manager Packard presented the
Treasurer’s report for June 20, 2016.The Board voted to approve the report as read.
The Board signed the warrants.

Amendments to agenda:
Chairman’s Report

Office Upgrade: Almost completed. The contractor needs to pout the wire covering
down and technical support to get the projector working.

UVEC Grants/Jill Ducharme: The grant Jill was writing to the Northern Border
Regional Commission, (NBRC) for UVEC was not able to be completed for the
following:
Because of a new Program Director for the NBRC on both the State and Federal
level, conflicting information was given to Jill’s questions. It was also pointed out
that the grant money received from the ConnectME on behalf of Pioneer
Broadband would be ineligible for a matching source because there has to be a
Request for Proposal process if the grant was awarded. Jill did not find out this
information until Monday of last week about the grant award from ConnectME to
Pioneer Broadband and that the funding needed to be transferred to UVEC. This
could not happen until the end of July when Pioneer has its next Board meeting.
Jill never received a revised budget from Pioneer Broad.
If Pioneer’s Board agrees to transfer the grant money, Jill could resubmit the
ConnectME application with UVEC as the applicant and UVEC then will have
money for use to match for any future grants that require this. A motion was made
and seconded to have Jill transfer the ConnectME grant to UVEC. The motion
passed. Jill will hold off submitting an invoice on the work done for the NBRC and
use the work done on a future grant.
Jill has submitted a grant for the Food Pantry to the Good Shepard Food Bank for
additional support. Jill is working on the final phase of the Gloria Mackenzie
Foundation for the Town of Sherman.



Office Manager’s Report:
Food Pantry Report for 6 -’16:
50 Households Served, Sherman – 25 Households, Stacyville – 12 Households,
Other Towns - 13 Households.There were a total of 128 people, 30 of these were
senior citizens, 25 were children, and 73 adults.

New Business/Other:

Business up-date: Getting information on the Promise Zones.

Scenic Byway: The next meeting will be held at the Lumbermen’s Museum in
September. on June 9 at 3 pm. The Byway through funding from the Northern
Forest Center is having Ailish Keating visit businesses in the Katahdin Region to
help them get listed on Yelp, Trip Adviser, Google, etc. There is a Micro Grant
available through the Northern Forest Center that requires a 50% match for
businesses for:marketing, social media marketing, regional
destination training, customer service, customer relations management,
financial management and other areas of innovation. Jill made a request to
the Board to like the UVEC Face Book page and ask or invite their friends to
like it. Jill will send an email with instructions for this.

UVEC RBEG Update: The Board would like to have a story published in the media
about the funding available through the Revolving Loan Fund. Office Manager
Packard will contact the media to have this done.

Sherman Boralax Plant: Alvin has not yet had time to see Scotty Skinner. Jeff has
emailed Ed Wright about an update and an update on his solar project.

Jill made a request to the Board to like the UVEC Face Book page and ask or
invite their friends to like it. Jill will send an email with instructions for this.

Meeting Adjourned at: 7:35 pm.

Respectfully Submitted

John Qualey, Treasurer

_________________________


