
Upper Valley Economic Council
Meeting Minutes: April 18, 2016
Next Meeting: Monday May 23, 2016 at 7:00 pm.
_______________________________________________

The meeting was brought to order at 4:05 pm.

Present: Alvin Theriault, John Owens, Peter Qualey, Lois Eash and Jeff Packard.
Guests:

Minutes: It was moved, seconded and passed to accept the minutes of February 22,
2016.
Treasurer’s Report/Sign Warrants: Office Manager Packard presented the
Treasurer’s report for April 18, 2016.Office Manager Packard brought to the Board
outstanding checks written that have not been cashed. Office Manager Packard
stated he could contact these individuals to see if they wanted a new check written
and void the old checks or if they did not want the check to simply void the check
and let the money go back in the UVEC account of the Food Pantry account as
specified by the individual. The Board agreed.The Board voted to approve the
report as read. The Board signed the warrants.
Amendments to agenda: None
Chairman’s Report
Town Meetings: Both Towns passed the UVEC Budget. Alvin will look into finding
another Board member to represent Stacyville.
May Meeting Time: The Board agreed to change the time of the UVEC Meetings
back to 7 pm. For the Spring, Summer, and early Fall.

UVEC Grants/Jill Ducharme: Submitted a grant for UVEC to ConnectME for the
fiber Optics expansion in Sherman. Jill will be writing two other grants, Northern
Border Commission and Gloria McKenzie Foundation to expand the fiber optics to
the rest of Sherman, Stacyville, Silver Ridge, Benedicta, and T2 R6.
Office Manager’s Report:
Food Pantry Report for 3 -’16:
50 Households Served, Sherman – 19 Households, Stacyville – 11 Households
Other Towns - 20 Households.
There were a total of 119 people, 31 of these were senior citizens, 18 were children,
and 70 adults. We have 9 volunteers with a total of 91 3/4 hours as of 3-31-’16.

UVEC Office Upgrade: UVEC has switched to Pioneer Broadband for telephone and
internet service. John Welsh will be installing blinds for the windows and installing
a hanger to hang the projector from the ceiling. John is also going to reroute some
of the cords so they are not running on the floor and those cords on the floor will
be put in wire molding to cover the cords.

UVEC Web Site: Office Manager Jeff Packard was contacted by email Claire
Castillo requesting to add some links to the UVEC web site.

2016 Business Guide: Alvin gave Office Manager Packard contact information for
a new business to list in the 2016 Business Guide . Office Manager’s Report was
accepted.



New Business/Other:
Business up-date: No update.

Pioneer Broadband Expansion: As mentioned in the Grant report UVEC is seeking
funding from three grants to complete the Upgrade for Sherman, Stacyville, Silver
Ridge, Benedicta, and T2 R6.

Scenic Byway: The next meeting will be held at the Baxter State Park headquarters
on May 5, 2016. Jill is writing more grants for the Byway projects.
Old Business/Other:

UVEC RBEG Update: UVEC received a check from the Betterment Foundation in
the amount of $15,000. The grant was written by Jill Ducharme.

Sherman Boralax Plant: Alvin has not yet had a chance to talk to Scotty Skinner.

Miscellaneous: UVEC received a check from Katahdin Trust in the amount of
$2, 500.00 to be added to the matching funds account to help pay for grant writing.

Meeting Adjourned at: 4:35 pm.

Respectfully Submitted

John Qualey, Treasurer

_________________________


